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IIU investigating serious injuries related to WPS
arrest

The Independent Investigation Unit of Manitoba (IIU) is investigating serious injuries related to
the arrest of an adult male in Winnipeg.

On July 6, the Winnipeg Police Service (WPS) notified the IIU of an incident that occurred the
same day at approximately 3 p.m. According to the notification, WPS officers were dispatched to
Ndinawe Youth Resource Centre in response to a disturbance call. The complainant alleged that
a male was on scene, highly intoxicated and had assaulted several people at the resource centre.
Members of the Winnipeg Fire Paramedic Service arrived on scene before police, but chose not
to approach the male because they believed he was likely to behave aggressively.

Officers arrived at the resource centre and detained the male under the Intoxicated Persons
Detention Act. They transported the male to the Protective Care Centre (PCC) at 200 Disraeli
Freeway. The male was yelling and kicking during the trip to the PCC.

During the administrative turnover to PCC staff, the male became physically resistant and
proceeded to kick an officer’s right leg. Officers forced the male to the ground to regain control.
As a result of the use-of-force encounter, the male became unconscious, although his breathing
appeared normal. The on-duty paramedics at PCC stepped in to provide medical assistance and
officers placed the male in handcuffs.

When the male regained consciousness, the attending officers advised him that he would be
charged with assaulting a police officer. An ambulance was called to transport him to the
hospital so he could be assessed by medical staff.

The male was transported to the Health Sciences Centre (HSC) Winnipeg. During the trip, he
began to thrash his arms, at which time officers put the handcuffs back on to create a safer
environment.

While at HSC, the male continued to resist officers and was kicking hospital equipment, which
prompted medical staff to sedate and restrain him. Hospital staff later identified a small fracture

to his skull.

As this incident involved serious injuries during an arrest, the IIU is mandated to investigate.
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Witnesses or individuals who have information or video footage that may assist this investigation
are asked to contact the IIU toll-free at 1-844-667-6060.
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Media inquiries may be directed to:

Communications and Engagement
newsroom(@gov.mb.ca

Information on the IIU can be found at www.iiumanitoba.ca or at www.twitter.com/IIUManitoba.
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